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2018 - 2019 Season Review

We would like to give a big THANK YOU 
to our fantastic growers this past year! 

With your help, we were able to plant 
more than 150,000 oyster spat into our 
local tributaries this past spring- this 
equates to approximately 7.5 million 
gallons of water filtered a day by these 
oysters once they reach adulthood.  

With over 200 growers and 950 cages, 
everyone is playing a part in the Bay’s 
oyster restoration, and thus, clean water 
progress. 

We look forward to seeing you in the fall 
for another great year! 

Where are you located?

Tred Avon
Choptank
San Domingo
Miles
Wye
Eastern Bay
Chester
Corsica

Have friends or neighbors that want 
to join MGO? Have them contact 

ShoreRivers! 

Corsica & Chester: Laura Wood
Choptank -> Eastern Bay: 

Rebecca Murphy
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Oysters in Legislation

Chesapeake 10 Billion Oyster Alliance

Oysters had a big year in Annapolis! Below are some of the key bills that were introduced 
regarding oyster fisheries and restoration, including their outcome. If you would like to get 
involved in or learn more about oyster advocacy, please contact Matt Pluta! 

Photo Credit:
Chesapeake Bay Program

Have you heard of the 10 Billion Chesapeake Oyster Alliance? 

This alliance is a coalition of non-profits, community organizations, oysters 
growers (like you!), and others that have committed to planting 10 billion 
oysters into the Bay by 2025.  These oysters will primarily come from 
large-scale restoration efforts to support the Chesapeake Bay Program’s goal 
of restorating 10 tributaries in the same year as well as oysters planted 
through aquaculture. Working with groups like ShoreRivers, the alliance will 
aim to achieve this goal through a combination of fisheries management, 
aquaculture, and restoration. 
To get involved, you can sign a pledge to commit to doing your part for 
oyster restoration. For more information, please visit their website: 

http://www.chesapeakeoysteralliance.org 

Bill # Title Summary Outcome
HB1/
SB145

Prohibition on Dredging 
Buried Oyster Shells on 
Man-O-War Shoals

Prohibiting DNR from dredging buried 
oyster shells on Man-O-War Shoals; 
and making the Act an emergency 
measure.

Unfavorable, 
withdrawn

HB298/
SB448

Oysters- Tributary-Scale 
Sanctuaries- Protection 
and Restoration

Establishing a network of oyster sanctu-
aries in the five tributaries identified by 
DNR for large-scale restoration pursuant 
to the 2014 Bay Watershed Agreement. 

Passed/Veto 
override

HB348/
SB362

Natural Resources- 
Planting- Substrate 
Material

Requiring the Department to only use 
native oyster shell as restoration 
substrate.

Unfavorable

HB720/
SB830

Fisheries Management 
Plan- Oysters

Requiring DNR, with UMCES, to convene 
a stakeholder workgroup to develop a 
package of consensus recommendations 
for enhancing and implementing the 
fishery management plan for oysters. 

Passed/
Vetoed

Note:  DNR is accepting comments until July 
22nd regarding regulations for the management 
plan. To learn more or comment, contact Matt! 



Cage Building Day 2019
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Summer Reminders

1. Clean your cages: 
- Let them dry out in the sun
- Scrub off any dried dirt/algae 
- Wash them with a hose

*If your cage is too damaged to be used 
again, let us know and see below! 

2. Look out for an email in late July/ early 
August for fall pickup dates! 

Choptank Riverkeeper, Matt 
Pluta, showing off ShoreRivers’ 
MGO dock signage

We need more cages and your help! 

On Wednesday, August 7th, ShoreRivers will be hosting a 
Cage Building Day at Chesapeake Bay Environmental 
Center to help create more cages for our 2019-2020 
growing season. 

This event will begin at 10:00 AM. 
We will plan to build until cages run out, but building 
supplies are limited, so please arrive promptly to 
guarantee participation. Closed-toe shoes and pants are 
also recommended for the day- cage wire can be sharp!  

If you would like to join, please contact Rebecca Murphy 
by email at rmurphy@shorerivers.org. 


