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FOUNDER’S NOTES BY TIM JUNKIN 
According to the New York Times, federal policymakers 
rolled back twenty-three environmental rules in the first 
hundred days since the inauguration. These include 
revoking the Stream Protection Rule that restricted 
dumping mining waste into surrounding waterways 
and rescinding the EPA’s Clean Power Plan that was 
designed to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the 
air we breathe. They initiated a reconsideration of bans 
on offshore drilling in parts of the Atlantic, Pacific, 
and Arctic Oceans, and halted the designation or 
expansion of marine sanctuaries. A review has been 
ordered of forty national monuments, each protecting 
over 100,000 acres, and a reconsideration is underway 
of the Obama-era stricter emission requirements for 
vehicles sold after 2022. Regulations curtailing methane 
emissions, limiting the venting and flaring of natural gas 
on federal lands, were targeted for revocation, but the 
U.S. Senate intervened. The EPA has removed its climate 
change website, and the U.S. walked away from the 
Paris Climate Accord.

These same policymakers keep telling 
us that they are environmentalists. That 
is the word they repeatedly use.

Language matters. A respect, even a reverence for 
language is a prerequisite for civilized society. Imbuing 
language with integrity allows for trust. A disregard of it 
seeds hostility, chaos. Language is the first science and 
gives rise to all the rest. It is self-evident that language 
without meaning is language without power. It is 
becoming hard to know these days whether our words, 
even if well crafted, can still touch people, entrance a 
listener, coax a reader toward new recognitions of the 
innate truths that are being drowned in the swamps of 
disinformation. 

I was raised on these rivers of Maryland’s Eastern Shore, 
was moved by the magic of so much beautiful water 
when just a boy, but have witnessed over just one 
lifetime a transformative degradation, a catastrophe of 
neglect of these wonders of the natural world. Which is 
one reason why I write for MRC, trying to help bend the 
graphs back toward the right direction. Which is also 
why it is always such a pleasure to report on the robust 
progress that the broad MRC community is making in 
restoring our watersheds and improving water quality, 
in educating and inspiring our young people, and in 
persuading our legislative policymakers to support a 
clean river agenda. 
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The MRC pumpout boat began its second season and will 
continue to October. The vessel offers free pumpouts to boaters 
on the Miles and Wye Rivers (donations are accepted). Hours 
are Fridays 3-6 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Labor Day 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The schedule is subject to change 
depending on weather conditions and service demand. 

In 2016, the boat pumped almost 8,500 gallons from 350 boats; 
as of mid-July 2017, it had pumped almost 5,000 gallons of 
waste from about 150 boats.  To arrange a pumpout, contact  
Captain Jim Freeman on VHF Channel 9 or by mobile phone  
at 410.829.4352.
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(Founder’s Notes continued from page 1)

In the pages that follow, we describe our continued use of 
innovative approaches to reduce pollution coming off the land, 
our reach to motivate new communities to care about and 
act for restored tributaries, and our growing policy advocacy 
geared to urge leaders to stand up for conservation values and 
to influence legislative reform. We have witnessed encouraging 
signs the last few years suggesting that the collective work 
of clean water advocates around the region is bearing fruit—
improved water clarity, expanding underwater grass beds, 
healthy striped bass stocks, communities more galvanized 
to care about our land and water. We cannot let this vitally 
important work falter just when we are seeing real progress.

The current administration has submitted a budget to Congress 
that would slash EPA funding by 31 percent and eliminate major 
programs to restore the Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes, and Puget 
Sound—that would eliminate altogether EPA’s Chesapeake Bay 
Program. Funding cuts from the federal level will undoubtedly 
lead to reduced funding from the state. So it will be up to our 
community—to each of you—to take up the gauntlet ever 
more vigorously to ensure that this positive momentum in 
restoring our rivers continues to build and that our collective 
work continues to protect the place we live. At MRC, we develop 
policy based on science and always try to communicate to 
both our constituents and adversaries with honest, transparent, 
disciplined language. This will not change.

For all of us—our words, our daily actions, our choice of 
priorities—all these will determine how we meet the challenges 
and struggles of our time. I am confident that this community 
will continue to shine like a beacon and will move others as well 
to better appreciate what we have and act to protect it. The 
challenge is obvious. It is real and perilous. There’s never been a 
more important time to respond.

At MRC we will continue the fight, will redouble our efforts. 
We appreciate your past support. We know you will continue 
to stand at our side.

PROJECTS—ONGOING AND UPCOMING
•  Chesapeake College (14 projects)
•  Cambridge Creek Watershed Assessment
•  Cambridge Residential Stewardship Initiative 
•  Envision the Choptank: Bay Hundred 

Restoration
•  Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) 

Assessment
•  Urban Forest Restoration and Tree Canopy 

Management
•  Greensboro Tree Initiative: Phase 2
•  Ditch and Stream Restoration in Talbot County
• Wye River Complex Assessment
•  Delaware Bioreactor Monitoring
•  Delaware Conservation Drainage Project

MRC PUMPOUT BOAT
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agriculture fields and reduce pollutants before the water flows 
into the Wye River. Funding for these projects is provided by 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Queen 
Anne’s County, Chesapeake Bay Trust, and National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. The projects are scheduled for completion 
this year. 

For more information on these projects, contact Kristin Junkin 
at kristin@midshoreriverkeeper.org or 443.385.0511. 

Pictured at the groundbreaking ceremony are (left to right) Rob Gunter (Queens Anne’s County Planning & Zoning), Ben Hutzell (Resource Restoration 
Group), Michael Mulligan (Chesapeake College), Sarah Hilderbrandt (Maryland Dept. of Natural Resources), Steve & Julie Burleson (MRC Advisory 
Committee), Barbara Viniar (former Chesapeake College president), Jim Moran (Queen Anne’s County Commissioner), Kristin Junkin (MRC Director 
of Operations), Evan Blessing (Blessings Environmental Concepts), Greg Farley (Chesapeake College),  Bill Anderson (MRC Board), Timothy Jones 
(Chesapeake College), Michael Wiznosky (Queen Anne’s County Planning & Zoning), Dr. Clayton Railey (Chesapeake College), Lucie Hughes 
(Chesapeake College), Chris Oakes and Jess Lister (Environmental Concern), Tim Junkin (MRC founder) and Gus (Tim’s puppy). 

MRC staff and contractors have been working hard all summer 
on fourteen stormwater and restoration projects on the 
campus of Chesapeake College. This suite of projects will 
address stormwater challenges and improve water quality in the 
Wye River. They include a wetland restoration, nine bioretention 
facilities, three buffer plantings, and a stream restoration project 
called a Regenerative Step Pool Storm Conveyance that will 
slow down stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces and 

MRC AND CHESAPEAKE COLLEGE 
CELEBRATE GROUNDBREAKING

Early construction on the pools for the Regenerative Step 
Pool Storm Conveyance project that will reduce stream 
erosion, slow down stormwater, and take up pollutants.

Construction underway on one of the nine bioretention ponds on the 
Chesapeake College campus.
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On Sunday, September 17, MRC staff and riders 
from across the region will take to the back roads 
of Queen Anne’s, Caroline, and Talbot Counties in 
support of clean rivers. 

It is a day filled with fun, friends, and fitness. Riders of all ages 
and levels enjoy cycling across the beautiful Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, choosing from 20-mile, 35-mile, or 62-mile (metric 
century) routes, which all include SAG support and rest stops 
with food and drink. 

The ride begins and ends at Chesapeake College in Wye Mills, 
where participants will kick off their morning with a light snack. 
Upon completing their rides and returning to the campus, 
riders and volunteers will enjoy a BBQ lunch, beverages, beer, 
and live music in celebration of clean, healthy rivers. 

MRC looks forward to continued support from the community 
for this year’s event. Thank you to Dock Street Foundation, 
Adkins Arboretum, Agency of Record, Bay Pediatric Center, 
Bicycling magazine, The Brewer’s Art, Chesapeake College, 
C-Jam Yacht Sales, S.E.W. Friel, The Orthopedic Center, KELLY 
Benefit Strategies, Sprout, and Solar Energy Services, and 
SweetWater Brewing for sponsoring the event. It is not too late 

to create your own team or sign-up yourself and join MRC in 
support of cleaner, healthier Midshore rivers. 

Register online through September 16 or in person on the 
morning of the ride! All proceeds go toward MRC’s ongoing 
education, restoration, and water quality monitoring programs. 

To register or learn more, visit rideforcleanrivers.org.  
For more information, please contact us at 443.385.0511 or 
sarah@midshoreriverkeeper.org. 

MRC is thrilled to announce 
that our staff is adding a 
new river advocate. Our 
2017–2018 Chesapeake 
Conservation Corps (CCC) 
Volunteer is Rebecca 
Murphy. MRC has 
participated in the program 
since 2012, hosting six 
fantastic volunteers, several 

of whom have become permanent staff members. 

Rebecca recently graduated from Tulane University with a B.S. in 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, with a focus on conservation 
and marine sciences. Add to this her local knowledge of the area 

and rivers, and a background in water quality monitoring, and 
she is the perfect fit with the MRC team!

The CCC program is funded through the Chesapeake Bay Trust. 
Rebecca made MRC her first choice from over seventy other 
competing non-profits in the Bay area. She explains:

As a native of Talbot County, I grew up enjoying my time on 
the Chesapeake and gained valuable experiences learning and 
working within the Eastern Shore community. While at Tulane, 
I assisted in the research of the life history and evolutionary 
relationships of the Alaskan three-spine stickleback. Living in 
Louisiana also gave me the opportunity to work for the National 
Park Service at Jean LaFitte National Historical Preserve to re-
implement a water level monitoring system. With the system, the 
preserve will be able to track yearly water level fluctuations as 
well as the effects of sea level rise in the region. Returning back to 
Maryland, I look forward to working with MRC to gain a deeper 
understanding of the Chesapeake watershed while working with 
the community that helped shape my education and passion for 
the biological and environmental sciences. 

NEW CHESAPEAKE 
CONSERVATION CORPS 
VOLUNTEER!

Photo by Tony J Photography



by Suzanne Sullivan

As I pen this, I’m thinking, ahh, the lazy days of 
summer, when it’s time to kick back in a lawn chair 
with a cool glass of lemonade…but only after 
planting 900 sq. ft. with 650 native flowers and 
grasses! MRC and local faith organizations have 
been hard at work this summer “greening” their 
congregation properties by treating stormwater 
runoff and increasing native habitat through rain 
gardens, bioswales, and tree plantings. 

Through grants from Chesapeake Bay Trust and 
Delaplaine Foundation,  MRC has partnered 
with Eastern Shore congregations of various 
denominations to provide environmental education 
and stewardship projects through the Stewards for 
Streams program and Interfaith Partners for the 
Chesapeake’s Trees for Sacred Places. Participating 
congregations include: St Luke United Methodist 
Church, Waugh Chapel, Old Trinity Church, and 
Open Bible Academy in Cambridge; Grace Lutheran 
Church, St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, and 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Easton; Greater 
New Hope Church in Preston; and St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Centreville.
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STEWARDS FOR STREAMS: 
FAITH-BASED CONSERVATION

Looking for ways to engage YOUR congregation in 
faith-based local environmental education and action? 
See our free opportunities below and contact  
Suzanne@midshoreriverkeeper.org or call 443.385.0511 
for more info on:

•  Rain Barrel Workshops—learn about the importance 
of reducing stormwater runoff and 10 participants 
receive rain barrels for their homes.  

•  Adult and Children Kayak Trips—explore local rivers, 
learn about water quality, and discuss the importance 
of Creation Care. 

•  Environmental Short Films—access to up to 10 short 
environmental documentaries, directly addressing 
faith and conservation—meant to spark discussion 
and inspire action. 

•  Creation Care Workshop—sign up for the December 1 
workshop with MRC and co-hosts Interfaith Partners 
for the Chesapeake. Receive all the tools to cohesively 
integrate the message of stewardship with your faith 
teachings.
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WATER QUALITY AWARENESS 
SIGNS INSTALLED
At the start of the 2017 boating season, MRC installed and 
unveiled our new water quality awareness signs at three boat 
landings throughout Talbot County. Serving as an education 
and outreach tool, these attractive signs highlight the beautiful 
waterways that define Talbot County and the Midshore region. 
The panels on these signs describe current threats to these 
invaluable resources, while encouraging actions that we each 
can take to support water quality. Stop by and see these signs 
at Oak Creek Landing, Bellevue Landing, and Neavitt Landing. 
If you have a favorite boat landing where you would like to 
see water quality awareness signage available, contact Matt at 
matt@midshoreriverkeeper.org 

RIVERKEEPERS’ LOG

Friend us on Facebook!

Follow us on Instagram.

UPDATES FROM THE  
2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Oysters Fishery Management Bill PASSED!— Prohibits the 
State from opening sanctuaries for harvest until the required 
scientific stock assessment is complete in 2018, and the results 
from the assessment are used to develop biological reference 
points. Only then may the population data justify opening the 
sanctuaries and increasing harvest pressure.   

Bay Restoration Fund Clean Water Commerce Act of 2017 
PASSED!—This bill in its original form would have taken $10 
million from the Bay Restoration Fund and put it toward a state-
wide nutrient trading program. The environmental community 
was successful in advocating to retain the $10 million in the Bay 
Restoration Fund for Bay-related urban stormwater projects. 

Expanding the Eligibility of Bay Restoration Funds 
PASSED!—For traditional wastewater treatment plants to 
be upgraded to the most enhanced nutrient removal (ENR) 
system, they first must be upgraded to a transitional system 
known as biological nutrient removal (BNR). Prior to this bill, 
Bay Restoration Funds were only eligible for systems being 
upgraded from BNR to ENR, making smaller towns that need 
assistance with the first step of increased treatment, ineligible 
to receive funds. As a result of this bill, towns within the 
Choptank River watershed such as Preston and Trappe, which 
are operating on outdated treatment plants are now eligible for 
funding to support the upgrade from a traditional wastewater 
treatment plant to a BNR system, the first step towards 
enhanced nutrient removal. 

Forest Conservation Act—This act aimed to increase the 
ratio of trees removed by development to replacement trees 
required, along with other changes in land use. Unfortunately, 
the bill did not pass, but there is momentum within the 
legislature to develop a task force to review, study, and develop 
findings and recommendations regarding forest conservation  
in Maryland. 

Require the Use of Best Available Technology (BAT) Septic 
Systems for Nitrogen Removal—Late into 2016, the Governor 
rolled back a 2012 regulation that requires the use of BAT septic 
systems for any new development. This bill aimed to reinstate 
the old regulation through legislation in an attempt to reduce 
the nutrient input into our waterways from the septic sector. 
Although it ultimately failed despite a long and hard-fought 
battle in committee, the House of Delegate’s Environment and 
Transportation subcommittee proposed a workgroup to study 
sources of nitrogen pollution and environmental regulations set 
in place to reduce it. 



RIVERKEEPERS’ LOG
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EMPOWERING CITIZENS TO 
PROTECT AND PRESERVE OUR 
LOCAL WATERWAYS
In 2016 and 2017, we have seen remarkable improvements 
in the health of the Chesapeake Bay and our local waterways. 
Underwater grasses are coming back in quantities that we 
haven’t seen for decades, the Bay’s major dead zone is showing 
signs of life in areas where it was previously almost impossible 
for aquatic species to survive, oyster sanctuaries in the Choptank 
River are exceeding restoration metrics, and more clean-water-
loving dolphins are migrating into our rivers chasing schools 
of menhaden and other forage fish. Unfortunately, in a time 
when Bay restoration is gaining momentum, there is significant 
uncertainty about the federal government’s future role in 
helping to restore and protect our waterways and the natural 
resources they support. 

At MRC we are working harder than ever to refine our tools 
and strategies to keep us fighting for clean water and building 
a community around a vision of swimmable and fishable 
waterways. It’s imperative that we work even harder on a local 
level to engage a more diverse group of stakeholders, influence 

local decision makers, and provide our communities with the 
tools and opportunities to fight for clean water. Over the past 
several months, we’ve been working with our partners to 
develop new tools that allow us to engage citizens in new ways 
to achieve our mission to protect and restore our local rivers. 

Digital Watershed Atlas—Because of the commitment from 
our citizen scientist Creekwatchers, MRC holds one of the 
most expansive and desirable water quality datasets for the 
Choptank, Miles and Wye Rivers. State and federal partners 
constantly ask us for our data to contribute to their datasets, 
and citizens and community groups ask us how they can 
promote the information we collect and improve the results 
of the sampling. This summer we released a digital atlas of our 
watershed that provides an easy way to view the data that is 
collected and review real-time report cards for our rivers. The 
digital atlas allows us to streamline the process from the time 
the data is collected to the time a partner, decision maker or 
citizen can see the analyzed data. It puts all of our water quality 
information right at their fingertips. Moving forward, our local 
partners and growing community of citizen advocates can 
review the available data and use it to make local change. You 
can view the digital atlas at midshoreriverkeeper.org.

Matt Pluta, Choptank RIVERKEEPER® 
Jeffrey Horstman, Miles-Wye RIVERKEEPER®

(continued on page 8)
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Handbook for Boosting 
Citizens’ Voices in 
Maryland’s Pollution 
Permitting Program—
Citizens’ rights to swimmable 
and fishable waters can be 
jeopardized by facilities 
that are issued a National 
Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit allowing discharge 
into local waterways. The 
Choptank, Miles, and Wye 
Rivers alone have 150 
facilities with permits to 

discharge pollutants directly into our local creeks and streams. 
The State of Maryland’s Department of the Environment 
manages the NPDES program and is responsible for issuing 
permits and enforcing permit limits and conditions. Fortunately, 
the State’s program provides ample opportunity for the public to 
interject in several stages of the permitting process and demand 
that our waterways are not degraded. This citizens’ handbook 
describes every one of these opportunities and provides advice 
and support to citizens and watershed groups on how to most 
effectively and efficiently strengthen permits by advocating for 
stronger water quality protections and stricter enforcement. You 
can download a copy of the handbook on our website under the 
Publications tab on the homepage. 

(continued from page 7)
Photo courtesy of Chesapeake Bay Program

Photo courtesy of George Norberg

Left: MRC guides a trip on the Upper Choptank during the Tour the Shore kayak 
series. Above: (top) DNR’s Brooke Landry (left) shows Matt Pluta and Tasha Royal 
how to survey SAV; (center) Suzanne Sullivan and Elle O’Brien become certified in 
American Canoe Association Level 2 Kayak Instruction; (bottom) students from 
Cambridge-North Dorchester High School cool off during a field trip to Blackwater 
National Wildlife Refuge.
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The 2016–2017 Students for Streams school year was a great 
success for MRC! In addition to completing a fully systemic 
program in Dorchester County Public Schools, MRC was 
recognized as St. Michaels Middle High School Partner of the 
Year at the Talbot County Public Schools (TCPS) Community 
Partner Recognition Breakfast this past spring. MRC educators 
provided multiple in-class and outdoor lessons teaching 
students about local watersheds, how the school may impact 
local rivers, and how students can help to improve local water 
quality in Queen Anne’s, Talbot and Dorchester Counties.

MRC obtained a Chesapeake Bay Trust and a Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources grant for the Students for 
Streams program last year, which promotes healthy waterways 
by working with students in environmental science classes 
across the entire Midshore. Since last August, MRC educators 
Elle O’Brien and Suzanne Sullivan brought programing to each 
school once or twice a month. Activities included water quality 
monitoring, oyster dissections, schoolyard assessments, and 
field trips to Horn Point Laboratory in Cambridge. MRC helped 
students understand the connection between human actions 
and water quality of the Chesapeake Bay and led students in 
creating “action projects” that will have a positive impact on 
local water quality.

“We choose Midshore Riverkeeper Conservancy for 
our Community Partner Award this year because 
of their quality programing and commitment in 
my classroom,” says St. Michaels science teacher 
Lauren Greer. “Their education team is great to 
work with and extremely supportive of the projects 
in the classroom. They have a natural ability to work 
with students and know how to inspire motivation 
in every student in the classroom.”

“Because of their support with students’ action 
projects, the St. Michaels Middle High School 
campus was able to become a Green School.”

Other completed action projects from school partners include: 
a 1300 sq. ft. meadow and outdoor classroom at Cambridge-
South Dorchester High School; rain barrels, a bird trail, and over 
50 bird boxes constructed at North Dorchester High School; 
5 painted storm drains, and almost 100 oyster cages built at 
Queen Anne’s County High School; multiple art awareness 
projects and a native planting at Kent Island High School; native 
plantings, storm drain murals, and Maryland Green School 
recognition at St. Michael’s Middle High School; and rain garden 
revitalizing, storm drain stenciling, and a community “green 
night” at Easton High School. 

MRC has secured funding from Chesapeake Bay Trust to 
continue Students for Streams with every biology class in 
Dorchester, Talbot, and Queen Anne’s County public schools for 
the 2017-2019 school years, reaching over 2500 students. We 
can’t wait to see what these students accomplish for our local 
rivers! For more information on Students for Streams, please 
contact Elle at elle@midshoreriverkeeper.org.

EDUCATION UPDATE: 
PARTNER OF THE YEAR!

Elle O’Brien accepting SMMHS Partner of the Year award with 
principal Tracy Elzey, MRC board member Meta Boyd, and TCPS 
Superintendent Kelly Griffith.

Storm drain mural at Kent Island High School North Dorchester students painting a 
Chesapeake scene on a rain barrel.

Students paint storm drain stencil at Queen 
Anne’s County High School.
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MRC and Oakland View Farms, a dairy in Ridgely Maryland, 
recently received the national Outstanding Achievement in 
Community Partnerships by the Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy 
for their collaboration focused on cleaning up our local waters. 
The award was given during the annual U.S. Dairy Sustainability 
Awards Ceremony in Chicago, IL this past June. Timothy 
Rosen, MRC’s watershed scientist, Matt Pluta, the Choptank 
Riverkeeper, and Dick and Jan Edwards, owners of Oakland View 
Farms, accepted this prestigious prize.

The partnership between MRC and Oakland View Farms 
began in 2010 and culminated in the construction of the first 
denitrifying bioreactor in Maryland. The partnership reflected 
another important achievement as it signified continuing 
improvement in Riverkeeper-farmer relations in the Delmarva 
region. Previous to this partnership, relations between the 
environmental and agricultural communities had often been 
strained. Eschewing traditional contentious paths such as 
litigation or combative legislation, each party decided to work 
cooperatively with the other.

The partnership began with the design and installation of 
the bioreactor, and progressed as the parties began working 
together on research to quantify the nitrogen removal 
from bioreactors. This led to opportunities for an approved 
nitrogen removal efficiency in the Chesapeake Bay Model, 
potential phosphorus removal technologies for slurry (manure 
wastewater), and a conservation drainage program.  As a 
result of this initial successful partnership, MRC has been 
able to successfully collaborate with seven more farmers and 
has designed, developed, and installed nine more projects, 
including the first bioreactor in Delaware.  

Since its installation in 2013, the initial bioreactor has reduced 
nitrate concentrations of water being treated through the 
system by nearly 100 percent, which helps prevent water quality 
issues like algae blooms. “Sustainability in agriculture is about 
partnering with organizations in our area and contributing 
to bettering our community,” said Richard Edwards, owner of 
Oakland View Farms. “We’ve seen a lot of great results, which 
helps us stay in business longer. We’re excited about the future 
of ag and are always looking for new technology that will help 
us become better, more sustainable farmers down the road.”

“Oakland View Farms’ partnership with Midshore 
Riverkeeper Conservancy to restore and protect 
the waterways of Maryland’s Eastern Shore serves 
as a model for others across the country,” said 
Chad Frahm, senior vice president, Innovation 
Center for U.S. Dairy. “Their use of woodchip 
bioreactors to mitigate nitrogen runoff from 
manure is both practical and effective.”

Each of MRC’s watersheds is approximately 60% agricultural. “It 
is imperative that we work hand in hand with the agricultural 
community to bring smart solutions to nonpoint source 
pollution,” said Tim Rosen. “MRC is proud of our partnership with 
Oakland View Farms and their willingness to work with us to 
solve some of the toughest pollution issues in our watersheds.”

MRC RECEIVES 

NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AWARD 

Pictured (left to right) are Choptank Riverkeeper Matt Pluta, Jan and 
Dick Edwards from Oakland View Farms, Watershed Scientist Tim Rosen 
and Matt Nuckols, emcee for the awards ceremony.

SAVE 
THE 

DATE
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Friends of the Film Festival 
Committee: 
Bruce & Jenny Abel
Bill & Jane Anderson
Billy & Meta Boyd
Steve & Julie Burleson
Steve & Jane Selden
Colin Walsh & Carolyn Williams
Phil & Irmy Webster

NEW 
Wild and Scenic 
Film Festival!

NEW FORMAT! 
NEW VENUE! 
NEW EXPERIENCE! 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

To purchase tickets: 
Online: avalonfoundation.org 
Avalon Box Office: In person or 
by phone 410-822-7299
Premier Tickets: $100/person
Film Friend Tickets: $40/person

Hurry, last year the Wild & Scenic Party was SOLD OUT!

“This year’s 
film festival is 
going to have 
guests sitting 
‘At the Edge’ of 
their seats!” 

Friday, November 17
8th Annual: “At the Edge”
With the creation of the Friends of the Film Festival Committee, 
MRC is pleased to release a NEW FORMAT to this favorite 
community event. We’re excited to announce a NEW VENUE to the 
film festival—The Tidewater Inn in Easton.

The Wild & Scenic Film Festival has expanded to a NEW 
EXPERIENCE that includes A PRE-MOVIE COCKTAIL PARTY 
AT THE TIDEWATER INN FOR SPONSORS AND PREMIER 
TICKETHOLDERS, who will enjoy delicious appetizers, open 
full bar, reserved seating, and exclusive silent auction items. The 
party will continue at 7 p.m. as guests move across the street 
to the Avalon Theatre to enjoy a joyful gathering of friends and 
community members while watching short films and supporting 
our Giving Tree. 

The film program will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the Avalon Theatre. 
Guests may purchase a Film Friend ticket to attend the film 
program only. Film Friend ticketholders will enjoy an open beer 
and wine bar at the Avalon Theatre and be able to support the 
MRC Giving Tree. 

We hope you can join us as we roll out the red carpet on this  
new approach to this year’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival. For  
further information, please contact us at 443.385.0511 or email 
sarah@midshoreriverkeeper.org.
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PAID
MAIL MOVERS

We are presently in the build-out 
phase of our new location in the 
Eastern Shore Conservation Center 
complex. If all goes according to 
plan, as of October 1, 2017, MRC’s 
new headquarters will be the Steam 
Plant Building located at 114 South 
Washington Street, Suite 301, 
Easton, MD 21601. 

We invite you to come visit. And we 
look forward to seeing you there!

Pictured (left to right) are Jake LeGates, Kristin Junkin, Jeff Horstman, Tim Junkin, Suzanne 
Sullivan, Matt Pluta, Elle O’Brien, Ann Frock and Tim Rosen. (missing from photo are Sarah 
Boynton and Tasha Royal)

WE’RE
MOVING!

MIDSHORE RIVERKEEPER 
CONSERVANCY IS MOVING 
TO A NEW LOCATION!


