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Letter from the PresidentIn This Issue
This has been a real “watershed” year for CRA. We have 
a newly energized fulltime staff that brings considerable 
talents and resources to our organization. Paul Spies, our 
agriculture specialist, has been our anchor, and his six years 
of experience with CRA working with local farmers on best 
management practices and agriculture efficiencies is essen-
tial to our success in protecting the river.  In October of last 
year we welcomed Anna Wolgast as CRA’s new executive 
director. Anna brings over 25 years of experience as an 
environmental lawyer and manager with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of 
Justice.

Isabel Junkin Hardesty, formerly CRA’s policy specialist, has taken on the role of 
Chester RIVERKEEPER®. You can often see her hard at work on the river, conducting 
water quality testing, investigating citizen-reported problems, and hauling oyster cages 
for the Marylanders Grow Oysters program. Tim Trumbauer joined CRA in June of 
this year as watershed coordinator. CRA is putting Tim’s scientific, communications 
and marketing background to work in managing our Chester Tester and water qual-
ity monitoring programs, as well as advancing CRA’s communications and outreach 
efforts. CRA’s team brings intellect, energy and passion to our mission to protect and 
restore the Chester River watershed.

CRA is focusing on programs designed to have the maximum impact on reducing pol-
lutant loading to the river and educating the public on how we can collectively improve 
the water quality of the Chester. One way CRA is leveraging its efforts is through 
expanding our network of partners. We are working with Washington College’s Cen-
ter for Environment & Society on water quality data and analysis; with Sultana Edu-
cation Foundation on outreach efforts including the upcoming Chester River Challenge 
race during Downrigging Weekend; with RiverArts on “Earth Stewardship Days” to 
celebrate the arts and its contribution to the environment; and with local schools to 
engage students in the restoration of impaired streams. We want the Chester River to 
be a model for what a community can achieve when we work together for clean water.
                                                             
  Marcy Ramsey
                                                             President, Chester River Association

ABOUT THE CHESTER
The Chester River is a pipe-shaped river with its narrow stem in Delaware and 
its wide bowl opening into the Chesapeake Bay at Love Point. The main stem 
is 60 miles long and is fed by 43 named tributaries. The river forms a natural 
border between Kent and Queen Anne’s counties and its watershed encom-
passes about 250,000 acres. The Chester is a defining feature of our landscape, 
plays an integral role in our rural lifestyle, and is a significant driver in our local 
economy. CRA was founded in 1986 by Kent and Queen Anne’s citizens who 
were alarmed at the river’s decline. CRA hired its first Riverkeeper in 2002. 
Through restoration projects, community outreach, volunteer opportunities, 
and events, CRA strives to improve water quality and increase public aware-
ness of river and watershed issues. To learn more about our programs and to 
find contact information for our staff, visit www.chesterriverassociation.org. 
Email info@chesterriverassociation.org with inquiries. Follow us on Facebook. 
We encourage anyone who would like to get involved to contact us!
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CRA MISSION
Chester River Association is an ad-
vocate for the health of the Ches-
ter River and the living resources it 
supports. CRA strives to promote 
stewardship of the Chester River 
— its forests, marshes, fields, 
creeks and streams — as well as an 
understanding of the river’s place 
in the economic and cultural life 
of our communities. In its efforts 
to improve water quality, educate 
the public and facilitate resolution 
of river-related 
issues, CRA is a 
voice for 
the Chester 
River.Cover photo © Mark Castelli of watermen Dickie Manning, Jr., left, and 

Johnny Gruffing.
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Whither the Blue Crab?
COVER STORY BY JOHN LANG
PHOTOS BY MARC CASTELLI

ARE THE BLUE CRABS 
of the Chesapeake go 
ing the way of the oys
ters, the shad and the 
herring? Once Mary

land could joke if there were any more 
crabs in the bay they’d have to be 
smaller. And now where are they?
 No one can say exactly how many of 
the bottomcrawling crustaceans there 
are surviving down there in the murk 
and the muck. What’s become evident 
to everybody trying to pull them up, 
though, is how many there aren’t.
 “I’ve never seen it this bad,” says 
Capt. Andy McCown of the Echo Hill 
Outdoor School. McCown points to a 
poundnetter on the Chester River who 
could haul up to six bushels of crabs in 
good times but caught less than two 
dozen the other day. He cites a crab

ber on Eastern Bay who set five lines 
and by day’s end had snagged just two 
crabs. Because of scarcity crab prices 
have soared. By late summer, the cost of 
a bushel of No. 1s had peaked at $240. 
 In July, outdoors writers for both 
The Washington Post and The Bal-
timore Sun called for an immediate 
baywide moratorium on commercial 
and recreational crabbing. The Sun’s 
Dan Rodricks noted the estimated 
crab population of under 300 million 
is close to 1995’s, which was termed 
“perilously close to collapse,” and to 
2008’s when, at the urging of the gov
ernor, the crab fishery was declared a 
federal disaster. Rodricks observed 
that last year’s harvest of 19 million 
pounds was the lowest on record. 
Angus Phillips of The Post noted that 
Canada geese, rockfish and yellow 

perch all made dramatic comebacks 
after moratoriums – “and the time has 
come to stop pussyfooting around and 
shut down crabbing for a few years.”
 Their demands went down like two 
journalists in a bar full of watermen.
 As fall came on there was no clamor 
for a moratorium – not from the state, 
not by biologists studying the bay, cer
tainly not by Maryland’s huge hard
shell industry. After all it was only two 
springs ago that Gov. Martin O’Mal
ley stood on a dock, behind a full 
bushel of steamed crabs and in front of 
a full catch of cameras,  declaring crab 
populations at a 19year high and urg
ing everyone to eat more of  them.
 Then the very next winter survey 
showed crab numbers plunging 60 per
cent – from  an estimated 765 million 
Continued on page 13

Ryan Manning moves a load of 
menhaden, carp and rockfish.
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Innovating with STEP POOLS
STORY AND PHOTOS BY KEES DE MOOY

IT WAS THE MYSTERY that had motorists on 
Route 213 stumped. What were those workers doing 
pulling scrub trees and vegetation out of the valley 
in front of LaMotte Company? Then, next thing 
you know, a backhoe was digging holes followed by 

a steady stream of dump trucks entering the site each day 
with large loads of heavy boulders. The work was not for a 
new building, it turns out, but was a grantfunded project 
initiated by the town of Chestertown and partner organi
zations to address water quality problems that affect the 
Chester River, and by extension, the Chesapeake Bay. 
 The new water quality project is an innovative step pool 
conveyance system, which is designed to store and filter 
stormwater runoff.  The step pools are located at the out
fall of three large pipes that run under Route 213, funneling 
stormwater from approximately 52 acres of mostly commer
cial land that includes Kent Plaza Shopping Center, Ches
tertown Lumber, and Geno’s Automotive Service. 
 Improving water quality is one of the primary functions 
of the conveyance system, and it achieves this by slowing the 
flow of stormwater so that pollutants and suspended sedi
ments can settle out. During the days following a rain event, 
the water in each pond is gradually absorbed by surround
ing soils. As this is happening, the waterborne nutrients 
are taken up through the roots of plants at the edges of the 
ponds and by organisms that are established in the porous 
sandstone boulders. This type of stormwater device is inno
vative because it mimics biological filtering processes found 
in healthy rivers and bays.

HOW THE POOLS WORK
THE SYSTEM CONSISTS of three pools connected by 
stone channels. The pools are three feet deep and have 
a total holding capacity of 171,000 gallons. Each pool is 
stepped a foot below the one above it to facilitate drain-
age. A stone sill at the bottom of the first pool dissipates 
the initial impact of the water exiting the outfall pipes, 
and silica cobbles form 50-foot long channels called riffle 
weirs, which help to oxygenate the water that passes 
over them during a substantial rainfall. The headwalls at 
the uphill end of each pool are constructed of massive 
interlocking blocks of sandstone that are engineered to 
withstand the heaviest storms. Four inverted root wads 
are wedged into the bottom of each pond to create 
habitat for pond creatures, and the surrounding slopes 
are landscaped with native trees, shrubs, and herbaceous 
perennials. 

 During a rainfall, water flows across developed and 
undeveloped land, picking up pollutants including nitrogen, 
phosphorus and suspended sediments. The U.S. Environ
mental Protection Agency has identified these three pollut
ants as the most serious threat to the health of the Ches
apeake Bay and its tributary rivers and streams. Without 
some sort of filtration, either natural or manmade, pollut
ants run unimpeded into the nearest waterway and eventu
ally end up in the bay. If the contaminants flowing in exceed 
the pollutant carrying capacity, the waterway will eventu

ally become so impaired that 
human activities like fish
ing and swimming become 
impossible. 
 Near Route 213, storm
water flows from the north 
and east through ditches 
and culverts that converge 
at an inlet on the east side 
of the road through concrete 
pipes. The stormwater then 
courses through the valley 
to Radcliffe Creek, which 
empties into the Chester 
River.  Prior to the step 
pools’ construction,  the val
ley did very little to slow the 
water down, and much of 
the upper section was heavFrogs and dragonflies are attracted to step pools, on opposite page.
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THE FIGHT FOR WATER 
QUALITY
INNOVATIVE GREEN STORMWATER devices such 
as step pool conveyances are an important part of the 
solution to the serious water quality problems facing 
the region’s watersheds. 
 The Chesapeake Bay, the largest estuary in the 
country with a 64,000-acre watershed, has been put 
on a pollution diet. With about 150 streams, creeks 
and rivers emptying into it from Maryland, Delaware, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and 
Washington, D.C., it is not hard to understand why. 
Seventeen million people live in the region, all contrib-
uting in some way to a steady flow of pollutants that, 
left unchecked, could destroy an ecosystem upon which 
every state in the region depends for its economic and 
social well-being. At the direction of the EPA, counties 
in every state in Chesapeake Bay’s watershed, includ-
ing Kent County, have established water improvement 
plans known as TMDLs – Total Maximum Daily Loads 
– that set targets for reductions in three primary pollut-
ants: nitrogen, phosphorus and sediments. Kent Coun-
ty’s TMDL provides an ambitious blueprint in which 
Chestertown, as the county seat and its most populated 
municipality, plays a large part.  

ily eroded. The conditions at the site 
made it an ideal candidate for a step 
pool conveyance system. 
 The systems are an example of 
“green” infrastructure, which are 
environment ally friendly practices that 
include tree buffers, living shorelines, 
and rain gardens. Green infrastructure 
is intended to perform like naturally 
occurring wetlands and grass buffers. By 
contrast, “gray” infrastructure is man
made and does not usually offer any fil
tering capability or ecosystem value. As 
the name implies, gray infrastructure 
is made with concrete and consists of 
street curbing, inlets, and underground 
stormwater pipes that have been the 
standard practice in American cities for 
decades. Green infrastructure, when 
properly sited and maintained, offers 
a lowtech solution to environmental 
pollution that is compatible with more 
conventional  “gray” methods.  
 The combination of ponds, rocks, 
and native landscaping also serve as a major magnet for 
wildlife. Since the completion of the project in June, it’s not 
unusual to see birds bathing at the edges of the pools and 
hunting from nearby trees. An Eastern Mud Turtle has 
taken up residency at one of the pools. Tracks in the muddy 

edges indicate that deer and fox come to drink from the 
ponds. Several species of dragonflies and damselflies fly 
overhead patrols, and large numbers of frogs crowd the 
pond edges in search of bugs.  The thin, absorbent skin of 
frogs makes them particularly sensitive to environmental 
pollutants. So the presence of frogs is a very good sign 
because they are indicators of a healthy ecosystem. 
 The native landscaping at the step pools includes wild

lifefriendly species like River Birch, Swamp White Oak, 
Buttonbush, Sweetbay Magnolia, Marsh Hibiscus, and 
Pickerelweed. These plants are particularly suited for Mary
land’s soils and weather, and the insects and other creatures 
supported by these plants are an important food source for 
many forms of wildlife. 
 The step pool conveyance system is the latest green infra
structure project locally and one of the most ambitious to 
date. Over the past decade, the town of Chestertown has 
worked with partners such as the Chester River Associa
tion and Washington College’s Center for Environment & 
Society to implement many other water quality improve
ment projects—among them a living shoreline constructed 
at Wilmer Park, and demonstration rain gardens planted 
at three public parks. One ongoing goal: a 40 percent tree 
canopy, which has resulted in hundreds of native trees being 
planted throughout the town.  
 The step pool conveyance system was constructed with a 
grant from the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust 
Fund, which is administered by the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources. The town of Chestertown was the 
grantee and worked in partnership with the Center for 
Environment & Society.  Engineering was by DMS and 
Associates, and construction was by the watershed resto
ration contractor Environmental Quality Resources. The 
Chester River Association performed pre and postcon
struction water testing, which will be used to measure the 
efficiency of the step pools.  .
_________

Kees de Mooy is the Zoning Administrator for the town of 
Chestertown and serves as its representative on the Kent 
County TMDL Committee.  
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OPINION

Local POLLUTION, 
            Local SOLUTION
— growing evidence shows Chester River pollution derived from local watershed

BY TIM TRUMBAUER

DREDGE THE Conowin
 go Dam and the entire 
Chesapeake Bay will 
return to a pristine 
environmental state. 

Oyster and crab populations will 
rebound. The water will be clear and 
native grasses will return. Behold the 
bounty! 
 Okay, maybe not, but that does 
seem to be the drumbeat offered by 
certain elected officials, certain wan
nabe elected officials, and others who 
oppose the U.S Environmental Pro
tection Agency’s mandated Chesa
peake Bay restoration goals, officially 
referred to as the Total Maximum 
Daily Load or TMDL.  
 There is no doubt that pollution 
from the Susquehanna has an adverse 
effect on the bay, but there is growing 
evidence that shows pollution in the 
tributaries of the bay, like the Ches
ter River, are more closely attributed 
to local activities than to the Susque
hanna and main stem of the bay. 
 The condition of the Chester River 
ecosystem, which includes the lands 
adjacent to the river, has changed 
dramatically over the past two centu
ries.  John Smith, the famed Admi
ral of New England and Chesapeake 
explorer, famously claimed in 1606: 
“Heaven & earth never agreed better 
to frame a place for man’s habitation.” 
Noted journalist and bay advocate 
Tom Horton recounts in his book Bay 
Country how the waters of the tribu
taries of the Chesapeake and the bay 

itself were characteristically clear as 
recently as the early 1960s.  Fastfor
ward to the present: What we have 
today in our beloved Chester is defi
nitely not characteristically clear. It’s a 
muddy mess. 
 Throughout the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed, talking heads debate the 
Susquehanna—and Conowingo, by 
extension—and their discharge of 
nutrients and sediment into the frag

ile estuary. But wait: For starters the 
Conowingo is one of four hydroelec
tric dams on the Susquehanna. More 
importantly, the Conowingo itself 
does not cause any pollution. 
 The Conowingo is essentially a big 
slab of concrete encapsulating power 
generating turbines. The dam cap
tures the pollution in the form of sed
iment and nutrients flowing down the 
Susquehanna from northern Mary
land, Pennsylvania, and New York. 
As the relatively fast moving water of 
the Susquehanna hits the still water 
behind the dam, the river sheds sed
iment and nutrients like a golden 

retriever sheds fur on a hot day. The 
sediment and nutrients pile up behind 
the dam like your golden’s fur piles up 
behind the couch.
 These trapped sediments and nutri
ents get stirred up and scoured during 
major storm events like Superstorm 
Sandy and Tropical Storms Isabel 
and Lee, then flow into the Chesa
peake. This has the potential to wreak 
havoc—excess nutrients cause algae 

blooms, which then die and decom
pose. The decomposition leads to 
oxygendeprived water incapable of 
supporting aquatic life. The sediments 
block sunlight and smother aquatic 
grasses and oyster beds. 
 Since the dams themselves aren’t 
producing the pollution, it must be 
coming from somewhere else. Any talk 
of removing the dams or the trapped 
sediment is treating the symptoms 
and not the disease.  The disease is 
upstream sources of sediment and 
nutrients like poor agricultural prac
tices, poor stormwater and sediment 
controls, poor management of water 

Any honest effort to restore the 
Chesapeake Bay to a healthy 
state must mitigate the root 
causes of the pollution. 
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treatment facilities and industrial 
sites, and unchecked development 
essentially poor regulation, poor 
enforcement, and poor judgment all 
around. If the sediment behind the 
dam is dredged, sediment and pollu
tion will start to pile up again, leading 
to the same or worse situation down 
the road. Any honest effort to restore 
the Chesapeake Bay to a healthy state 
must mitigate the root causes of the 
pollution. 
 So while the Conowingo may be the 
witch in the hunt for upstream pollu
tion in the Chesapeake Bay, one way 
or another it is clear that the pollution 
flowing down the Susquehanna is bad 
for the bay. Bad for our crabs and our 
rockfish. Bad for our herons, osprey, 
and eagles. Bad for our swimmers 
and mudmuckers. Bad for our fisher
men and crabbers. But what impact 
does the Susquehanna pollution have 
on the Chester River?  Maybe not as 
much as you think. 
 There is growing evidence that the 
Chester River water does not exchange 
significantly with the water in the bay. 
This evidence includes preliminary 
research by Dr. Christian Krahforst, 
professor of geochemistry at Washing
ton College along with Chester River 
Association’s extensive water quality 
monitoring program and analysis of 
aerial photos. 
 Krahforst, a New England native, 
was struck by the muddy color of the 
Chester River upon arriving in Ches

tertown for the first time. With his 
students, he is studying the water 
quality parameters in the Chester 
River in an attempt to scientifically 
model and understand this very com
plex ecosystem. In a joint effort with 
CRA, Krahforst collected a snapshot 
of water quality from Crumpton, 
down the Chester River, around East
ern Neck Island, and across the bay 
to the Baltimore harbor. Krahforst is 
quick to point out that his research 
is preliminary, but as it stands it 
indicates the Chester River may be 
naturally protected in some respects 
from the pollution coming down the 
Susquehanna. 
 This is due in large part to the geog
raphy of the Chester River—deep 
water and narrow confines—near the 
mouth of the river. Also in play: the 
Coriolis Effect. Ocean water tends to 
hug the eastern bank of the bay while 
fresh water flowing down from the 
Susquehanna sticks to the west. Aerial 
photos from major storm events also 
indicate that the sediment plumes and 
other pollutants do not make it far up 
the Chester River. Careful inspection 
of an aerial photo after Tropical Storm 
Lee in 2011 shows the sediment plume 
barely reaches beyond Eastern Neck 
Island at the very mouth of the river.
 By contrast, there are concrete 
examples of how homegrown pollu
tion has a negative impact on the water 
here in the Chester River. This sum
mer, as an example, CRA had numer

ous calls about algae in Rosin Creek, 
a wide, shallow tributary about a mile 
upriver from Chestertown. The algae 
bloom was so severe, CRA received 
alerts from concerned citizens a full 
mile away from Rosin Creek. Why? 
Because the rafts of algae rode the tide 
out of Rosin Creek and into the main 
stem of the river. 
 CRA investigated the matter and 
performed a scientific water quality 
transect of the nontidal and tidal 
portions of Rosin Creek. The non
tidal portion of the creek had very 
high nutrient pollution, while the 
tidal portion had relatively clean pol
lution levels. When the high nutrient 
water from the nontidal stream hits 
the warmer tidal portion of the creek, 
it creates the perfect environment for 
algae growth. 
 The Rosin Creek algae was identi
fied as Hydrodiction reticulatum, com
monly known as waternet. Thank
fully, waternet is not directly toxic 
to plants or animals. However, when 
this large bloom of algae dies off, the 
decomposition process can starve the 
surrounding waters of oxygen and 
will likely lead to widespread death of 
aquatic life. 
 The point is that the excess nutrient 
and resulting algae in Rosin Creek did 
not come from the Conowingo or the 
Susquehanna. 
 Clearly the Susquehanna and main 
estuary of the bay need to be healthy 
to have an overall healthy ecosystem, 
but that alone will not ensure a healthy 
Chester River. The research from 
CRA and Krahforst shows pollution 
in the Chester comes from sources in 
the Chester watershed. Contrary to 
popular belief, the Chester River does 
not flush with each tide cycle. Chester 
River water appears to be persistent, so 
the water ebbing and flowing in front 
of Chestertown today is pretty much 
the same water that sloshed around 
yesterday.
 The pollution in the Chester River 
is homegrown; the solution will be 
homegrown as well. .
_________

Tim Trumbauer is CRA’s Watershed 
Coordinator

Green algae in Rosin Creek. 
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The River Poems

JENNIFER WAYNE’S TWIN LOVES–of words and 
nature–fused together almost magically one day while 
looking out her window at what she came to call “Win

ter Carnival.” 
 “I write something when it comes to me. I don’t sit down to 
write,” says Wayne, who lives on the Chester River. “I spend 
a lot of time watching the river. That day, the activity on the 
river really caught my attention and I found myself mesmer
ized by the whole scene before me. I jotted down my thoughts 
and later went back and finetuned them. I have always had 
a love of words, along with a love of nature, so combining the 
two seems very natural.”
 “Winter Carnival” took first place in this year’s Pat Her

old Nielsen poetry contest.
 The contest was blindjudged by Mary Wood, herself a 
past winner of the award. “I like the wonderful animals she 
gets into. And the idea of nonstop action on the river, I like 
that thought about the river,” observes Wood. “It’s a very 
visual poem, very colorful. You can see it in your mind.”
 Amanda Eldreth, who graduated from Washington Col
lege in May with a degree in English, received second place 
for “like petals drifting.” Washington College junior Mea
ghan Menzel and Bob Ingersoll, a carpenter “interested in 
all things river,” each got an honorable mention.
 The poetry contest honors the late Nielsen, a poet and 
founding member of Chester River Association. .

Winter Carnival
Bald eagles, one mature, four young
perform aerobatics
above the half frozen river 
to the sound of a symphony of geese.
The melody is familiar, beautiful.
I call for our dog to come in,
but my voice is drowned out by the orchestra,
a few of whom are playing off key.

The eagles rejoice in their freedom,
soaring, diving in the crisp winter air.
The geese pay no attention as they gather noisily at their 

rest stop
on their journey from the north.
A blue heron flies out from the shoreline,
startled by the dog who cannot (or chooses not to) hear me.
Not far away, mergansers dive and resurface,
an arcade game, some distant memory of summer.
They skirt the ice glazed shoreline, which is
crisscrossed with tracks of deer and fox.

It is nonstop action on the river,
a place I once thought of as peaceful and quiet.
Had I not noticed before?
Have I been blind to the winter carnival outside my window?
Every day the show goes on
yet the performers do not notice me,
a solitary figure watching from behind the glass,
filled with unspeakable joy. 

Jennifer Wayne, First Place

If You Could Walk on Water
your shoes and socks tossed
              in a pile, your bare feet on the river.

              Wouldn’t it feel like silk, sheets
of it rubbing against your calluses and lapping

               between your toes? Would you hear
the air sigh as it tickles the underside of

your feet before you put them down?
                         How far would you walk—

            to where the river reaches the sea
and the waves tumble and roll?
 
             Or would you stay close, 
walk to the other side

where the yellow trees stand taller,
                        the water shimmering ahead

in the morning light
           like a beckoning road less travelled?

Meaghan Menzel, Honorable MentionPAINTINGS BY MARCY DUNN RAMSEY
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like petals drifting     
romantically    moth carcasses were pulled
through dance numbers only the water knew
spiraling and intertwining    slowly
        water has a tendency to consume
stealing bits of wing and body to
decipher maps veined into scaled
wings of mimicry    clouding itself with
oiled stains from the moths’ dusted flight.

I watched with the still of being unmoved and
then with the still of being unable to move
until a question urged my feet 
into the water just to check amid the
ensnared specimens which were truly dead.

Amanda Eldreth, Second Place

If You Could Walk on Water
your shoes and socks tossed
              in a pile, your bare feet on the river.

              Wouldn’t it feel like silk, sheets
of it rubbing against your calluses and lapping

               between your toes? Would you hear
the air sigh as it tickles the underside of

your feet before you put them down?
                         How far would you walk—

            to where the river reaches the sea
and the waves tumble and roll?
 
             Or would you stay close, 
walk to the other side

where the yellow trees stand taller,
                        the water shimmering ahead

in the morning light
           like a beckoning road less travelled?

Meaghan Menzel, Honorable Mention

Winter Dreams
Long green grasses floating free,
Woven in a copse so stringy
Beneath the surface of my sea, 
Fill the void beneath my dinghy.

Silently we paddle, gliding,
Net in hand we drift, and float
Callinectes, wary, hiding
Seeking shadow ’neath the boat.

Another dip, a miss; a winner,
A jumbo male, a heavy sook,
Fill the bushel, feast for dinner,
Bigger ones will please the cook.

I come awake, the river frozen,
Winter dreams of summers past,
Cove now barren, grassless haven,
Muddy bottom…desert…vast.

Grassy coves alive with motion,
Winter dreams of summers free,
Of his own tiny youthful ocean,
What will my grandson’s memory be?

Bob Ingersoll, Honorable Mention
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WHEN TERRY FINN returned to 
Williams College in June for his 50th 
class reunion, he wrote a piece about 
the “Great Journey” that had started 
on campus there in 1964.

 “We were young, full of energy, and ready to take on the 
world….Life is a competitive sport and we were anticipat
ing success,” he noted. Reflecting on what would come later, 
Finn added: “Of course, there were setbacks. The journey 
was not always a fun trip. Careers were sidetracked, pain 
and illness arrived, as did death which at times came too 
soon….What we’ve done for 50 years is to live. In doing so, 
hopefully, we’ve made the world in which we exist a slightly 
better place.”
 Finn, a former vice president of Chester River Associ
ation who died June 27 at the age of 71, made this world 
a better place.  Locally, he was a fierce protector of the 

Chester River and a generous benefactor who anonymously 
underwrote many CRA events and programs. It was Finn, 
along with former CRA executive director Bob Parks, who 
created River Guardians, a recognition program for major 
donors.
 Just before he died, Finn shared this with his Williams 
classmates: “The last 50 years also saw change in the planet 
we call home. No longer immune to the impact of human 
activity, the earth has had its water polluted, its soils con
taminated, and its air filled with things that best belong 
elsewhere. Fortunately, governments and citizens have 
responded, making environmental quality both a cause and 
component of public policy.”   
 The integrity of the environment had always been a con
cern of Finn’s. He wrote his 1972 Ph.D. dissertation on the 
National Environmental Policy Act, the law that requires 
federal agencies to prepare environmental impact state

ments. Nothing like that law 
had existed before. Michael 
Schudson, a professor at 
Columbia Journalism School, 
calls Finn’s contribution to the 
historical record “dazzling.”
 “Barring one or two other 
works, I have never read any
thing else that gives such a 
clear picture of the legislative 
process in all its complexity,” 
says Schudson. “Terry’s dis
sertation would have been a 
fine piece of craftsmanship if 
he had done the same sort of 
job with any rinkydink law; 
that it happened to be NEPA 
has made his dissertation a 
treasure trove of detail for his
torians and experts on envi
ronmental law.”
 Finn was a retired federal 
civil servant whose govern
ment career from 1966 to 
1994 included positions at the 

AN APPRECIATION

Terrence T. Finn
Chester River advocate, NASA executive, 
                                             lover of military history

Terry Finn loved fast cars, books, travel, baseball and, most of all, family.
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Chester River Association wishes to recognize 
those River Guardians who have supported our 
work with donations of $1,000 or more each year. 
Our thanks go to: 
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Aerenson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Beauchamp
Mr. and Mrs. Thad Bench
Ms. Lea Ferguson Brooks
Mr. Howard S. Brown
Mr. J. Taylor Buckley Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Tyler Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Christie
Ms. Margaretta Cowenhoven
Dr. Joseph Coyle and Ms. Genevieve Coyle
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lawrence Culp Jr.
Ms. Louisa Duemling
Dukes-Moore Insurance Agency
Ms. Georgiana Evans
Ms. Caroline Gabel
Mr. and Mrs. Myrton Gaines
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Gibbons-Neff III
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Griffith
Ms. Meredith Davies Hadaway
Mr. Edgar Hatcher and Ms. Angie Cannon
Mr. Christian Havemeyer
Mr. Loring E. Hawes
Mr. Benjamin G. Heilman
Mr. Donald Hewes
Mr. Robert Hewes III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hewes IV
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ingersoll
Ms. Sandra Willett Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. M. Richard Kalter
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Mack
Mr. and Mrs. Howard McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. E. Kent Merkle
Mrs. Robert A. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Pappas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Parks
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Peters
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Pfeiffer
Ms. Joyce Purcell
Mr. and Mrs. Don Pusey
Ramseyland
Ms. Marcy Dunn Ramsey and Mr. John Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Saner
Ms. Marilee Schumann and Mr. Ford Schumann
Ms. Mary Anne Shea and Mr. Wallace B. Reynolds
Mr. Bob Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand Thun
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew W. Tobriner
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Trumbauer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Vadasz
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Wade
Mr. Gil Watson and Ms. Ellen Uzelac
Dr. and Mrs. Clifton West
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wilmerding
Ms. Anna Wolgast and Mr. Ed Hugler
Mr. and Mrs. James Wright

River Guardians
National Aeronautics and Space Administration and on 
Capitol Hill. He played a key role in America’s space pro
gram, and as the agency’s director of legislative affairs, he 
was widely credited with helping NASA secure the fund
ing it needed to build the Space Shuttle program. In fact, 
he named the first three shuttles – Columbia, Challenger 
and Discovery. He called the Space Shuttle “an American 
triumph.” Finn was also a charter member of the Space Sta
tion Task Force, which established the international space 
station. Early in his career, he served as legislative assistant 
to Sen. Joseph D. Tydings of Maryland.
 Ten years ago, Finn and his wife Joyce Purcell retired to a 
house on the Chesapeake Bay. It was there that his passion 
for military history drove him to write four books. As he 
was fond of saying: “When you retire, there is no excuse not 
to do what you have wanted to do. I wanted to write books.” 

Finn wrote four books – two novels and two historical 
accounts – on yellow legal pads that Purcell then edited. He 
taught a course in political science at Washington College 
and created several illustrated lecture courses for its Acad
emy of Lifelong Learning in which his longstanding love of 
military history was the centerpiece.
 Finn was known for his devotion to the ideals of democ
racy, his patriotism, and his generosity. He believed in the 
adage: “To those whom much is given, of him shall much 
be required.” In addition to his work with CRA, he served 
as vice president of the Tolchester Community Association 
and as a board member of the Kent County Public Library’s 
foundation.
 Often, when Finn would meet a friend on the street, 
he’d ask: “What are you doing for fun?”  He did plenty of 
that too, driving high performance sports cars, traveling 
with friends and going to baseball fantasy camp. In a very 
Finnlike quote under a “Lessons Learned” tag in a bio he 
supplied for his 50th reunion, Finn wrote: “And, finally, I 
learned that neither the fragility of life nor the inevitability 
of death preclude possibilities of doing something useful or 
having a bit of fun.” Terry Finn, a life well lived. .

 — Ellen Uzelac

“We were young, full 
of energy, and ready to 
take on the world….
Life is a competitive 
sport and we were 
anticipating success.”
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to 300 million. “But there’s no reason 
to panic,” said John Bull of the Vir
ginia Marine Resources Commission, 
because, he explained, female crabs had 
increased from 95 million to 147 mil
lion. But uhoh. Only 69 million female 
crabs turned up on the very next survey 
done this past winter. That’s below the 
number science has determined nec
essary to sustain the population. And 
crabbers on the upper bay haven’t been 
finding juveniles, either. McCown, who 
takes school children on expeditions 
aboard Echo Hill’s skipjack The Els-
worth, reports, “A couple years ago lit
tle crabs were there in numbers I’ve not 
seen. Then, just gone.”
 Estimates are only that and some
times miss the mark. But an empty pot 
is indisputable. Many causes are sus
pected. It’s overharvesting. It’s dieoffs 
from severe winters. It’s pollution, agri
cultural runoff, municipal discharges, 
algae blooms. It’s red drum, and it’s 
rockfish gobbling up baby crabs and the 
females as soon as they shed. It’s the 
state overprotecting the toomany and 
insatiable stripers.
 This summer two studies made 

waves up and down the bay. At the Vir
ginia Institute of Marine Sciences, pro
fessor Jeff Shields reported on a parasite 
called Hematodinium that infects crabs 
in high salinity waters and kills them 
all within 40 days.  He found up to 80 
percent of juveniles are infected.
 While Hematodinium is found only 
in salty southern waters of the Chesa
peake, a virus known as RLV is turning 
up wherever scientists look. First iden
tified in the 1970s, RLV popped up 
again, reported Eric Schott of Univer
sity of Maryland Center for Environ
mental Science, “when we began inves
tigating an unexplained mortality in 
soft shells.” Scientists then found the 
virus in many crabs dying in research 
hatcheries and labs.  Next they began 
looking for it in the wild and discov
ered RLV in about 20 percent of crabs 
taken along the Atlantic Coast from 
Massachusetts to Virginia. “In captiv
ity if they have the virus they die. But 
in the wild there are different stresses, 
a very different environment,” Schott 
explains. Researchers cannot monitor 
a crab lifelong at the bottom of the bay 
– so they can suspect RLV of causing 
dieoffs in the wild but can’t state it as 

scientific fact.
 Where scientists will equivocate, 
water men won’t. They know what 
they’re seeing, no doubts about it.
                                

On the Chester

It’s the last day of July and the last 
poundnetter to work the middle 
reaches of the Chester pilots his 

workboat upriver from his anchorage 
at Quaker Neck Landing. It’s a day 
everybody’d want to be a waterman: 
temperature in the 70s, low humid
ity, steady breeze making sparkles far 
as eyes can see, the sky going blue as 
lost love. Dickie Manning Jr., has been 
doing this for 30 years, grew up on the 
river in fact, watched it change and 
never for better. “No grasses in the 
Chester. If there’s no place for crabs to 
hide, something will eat them. Every
thing eats crab.” He nods his head 
toward the landing: “I was a boy, I took 
swimming lessons there, in a patch of 
water where the grasses had been cut 
out. And you couldn’t swim out of it 
because the grasses all around it were 
so thick. There’s no grasses now.”

Continued from page 3

Kent County waterman Dickie Manning Jr., sorting fish, wonders where all the crabs went.



 13

Ryan and Logan Manning bunting the crib.

At work on the Margaret Ann. Continued on page 14

 As his Margaret Ann chugs past 
Southeast Creek, Manning observes, 
“No lily pads either.” It used to be, he 
explains, that tributaries to the Chester 
had lily pads growing densely along the 
banks, leaving only a channel of open 
water. He remembers the Chester had 
beds of them. “Crabs hid in the lily 
pads. There’s no hiding places now.”
 Manning’s sure of what killed the 
grasses and lily pads: pollution from 
agricultural runoff and municipal 
sewage lagoons, which he ticks off one 
by one: “Millington, Crumpton, Ken
nedyville, Chestertown, Church Hill, 
Centreville, Rock Hall, Grasonville 
and Kent Island.” Later, Chestertown 
zoning administrator Kees de Mooy 
counters that the town’s nutrient 
removal system installed in 2007 cut 
nitrogen and phosphorus discharges 
down to a level of what went into the 
river in the 1700s, when the town’s 
population was 400. Manning doesn’t 
dispute the improvements in filtering, 
just that, “I count nine lagoons dis
charging into the Chester. That’s a lot 
of lagoons for a little river.”
 Manning’s older son Ryan started 
this season trotlining but caught so 
few crabs he gave it up and went to 
work the pound nets with his dad. 
This morning he tried to go back to his 
lines but found his workboat’s hydrau
lics leaking and lost the day getting it 
fixed. Manning has his younger boy 

Logan helping him today. Pound nets 
– the Mannings work a dozen of them 
from above the mouth of the Chester 
to just below the Chester River Yacht 
& Country Club – consist of a single 
file of poles reaching out from shore, 
holding a net perpendicular to the 
current. This net directs fish to deeper 
water and to another net where they 
are trapped. By tugging lines running 
beneath this net, the Mannings lift the 
fish up close to the Margaret Ann.
 To a waterman, the catch is as 
pretty as a mound of money. Again and 
again, Logan plunges a big dipper into
the living glop and swings about 30 
pounds of it onboard,  where his father
sorts and discards. Yellow perch are 
flipped into this box, mud shad to that 
box, catfish in another, stripers go into 
a cooler, crabs to a basket. Eels, carp, 

undersized rockfish and dead and dis
eased horrors are scraped overboard to 
sink, drift on or swim away. By 10:30, 
the workboat is back at Quaker Neck 
Landing with a fair day’s haul of fish. 
But there’s just a bushel and a half of 
crabs, which Manning says is “about 
average” nowadays.

Moratorium?  

Times sure changed. Water
man Clay Larrimore, who 
takes out crabbing charters, 

says, “The crabbing is the worst I’ve 
seen in my life.” Twentyfive years ago 
Larrimore trotlined for crabs on the 
Chester and says he averaged 15 to 20 
bushels a day. Today, on his charters, 
he limits his parties to two bushels 
and never keeps the females. “I think 
they definitely have to cut back on 
taking female crabs,” Larrimore says. 
“If you want more deer, stop shooting 
does. We have to put a moratorium on 
female crabs.”
 A moratorium on crabbing would 
have enormous economic and politi
cal consequences, pinching not only 
watermen, but also buyers, pickers, 
restaurateurs, chefs, waiters, busboys, 
bankers, Realtors, really almost every
one who lives and works in communi
ties around the bay.
 That’s a key point made by DNR’s 
Glenn Davis, “the blue crab statistics 
guru,” in an interview with The Sun’s 
Dan Rodricks. Davis argues the short 
lifespan of crabs means a moratorium 
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for them wouldn’t work as it did for 
the longerlived rockfish. He says 
colderthanaverage winters typically 
result in mortalities of up to 50 per
cent in adult crabs. He says their nat
ural mortality increases when crabs 
become more dense, because they are 
more available to predators and also 

cannibalistic. And, Davis notes that 
crabs are key to the $600 million 
Maryland seafood industry, so “the 
potential benefit of a moratorium, 
which is not guaranteed, simply does 
not offset the detrimental impact of a 
complete ban on harvest.”
 Up to this year, the dockside dol
lar value of crabs has ranged between 
$50 million and $60 million annually 
– and that comprises twothirds of 
the worth of all the fish caught. With 
oysters down to one percent of historic 

populations, the beautiful swimmers 
are the iconic species of Maryland – 
crabs on license plates, crabs on decals 
colored like the state flag. To impose 
a moratorium would puncture the 
marketed myth of the Maryland Crab 
– although in truth that one has been 
leaking a long time. 
 “Sorry, Marylanders, Your Crab Is a 

Lie” taunted the headline last Septem
ber in Slate online magazine. Writer 
Matthew Yglesias described watching 
truck after truck being loaded with 
crabs on the Gulf Coast for convoy to 
Maryland. “Crabs get shipped from far 
and wide to the Chesapeake area pre
cisely because the Chesapeake has had 
crabs in it,” Yglesias wrote. He argued 
that the historically plentiful nature 
of Chesapeake crabs meant that, “over 
time, as the region’s population has 
grown, ferocious demand for crab has 

outstripped the local ecosystem’s sus
tainable level of crabbing.”
 Moratorium or not, chances are 
high nowadays that the soft shell 
plated in a bayside crab shack is actu
ally a sweetie bred and born in the 
Carolinas. And, anymore, the usual 
suspect in Maryland crab soup is some 
bottomfeeding lowlife dragged out of   
a coastal bayou down in Louisiana.
 And so it goes. Laissez les bon temps 
rouler, Hon.  .
_________

Chestertown writer John Lang has 
reported for The Associated Press, 
Scripps Howard News Service, New 
York Post, U.S. News & World Report 
and The Washington Post. He edited 
two anthologies of essays, “Here on the 
Chester” and “Athey’s Field” by Literary 
House Press.

For the past two decades, Marc Castelli 
has been drawing, painting and photo-
graphing the watermen of the Chesapeake 
Bay—with a special interest in the men 
and their families who work the Chester 
River. An exhibition of his new paintings, 
“The Leaning Wind,” will be on display at 
the Massoni Gallery in Chestertown from 
Oct. 24 through Nov. 25.

Continued from page 13

A pound net on the Chester.

Estimates are only that and 
sometimes miss the mark. But 
an empty pot is indisputable.
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34  Sultana Projects Downrigging Weekend 2013

Fridays, Oct 25 & Nov 1
Saturdays, Oct 26 & Nov 2
Ghost Walks begin at 6:30pm

301 High St. Chestertown
$12 Adults

$5 children 12 & under
Reservations Please:

410-778-3499 or email
director@kentcountyhistory.org

This is a U.S. Track & Field Certified Event

Run for the River!
Join the Chester River Association for the First Annual

Chester River Challenge
Half Marathon & 5k Run/Walk

Sunday, November 3
Downrigging Weekend

Start 8:00am - Wilmer Park

5k Run/Walk: $20 before Oct. 27, $25 after
Half Marathon:  $50 before Oct. 27, $60 after

Entry fee includes tech shirt, promotional items, refreshments
Prizes for men & women in various age categories

Organized in partnership with TriSports Charitable Events 

Proceeds benefit the Chester River Association & Sultana Projects 

For more information and online registration visit:
www.chesterriverassociation.org/events/chester-river-challenge 

About the Chester River Association:  The Chester River Association (CRA) is an advocate 
for the health of the Chester River and the living resources it supports.  CRA strives to promote 
stewardship of the Chester River—its forests, marshes, fields, creeks, and streams—as well 
as an understanding of the rivers’ place in the economic and cultural life of our communities.  
In its efforts to improve water quality, educate the public and facilitate resolution of river-
related issues, CRA is a voice for the Chester River.  CRA strives to work with a diverse group of 
constituents including farmers, homeowners, local planners and county officials, and recreational 
users of the river.  CRA has developed focused programmatic initiatives to address each of these 
groups, including Agriculture, Policy & Planning, Restoration and Outreach programs.

www.chesterriverassociation.org

River-Friendly Businesses
(local businesses who give $100 or more or in-kind donations)

Atlantic Security
Benchworks
Brooks Tavern
Cafetin Roasting Company
Carla Massoni Gallery
Chesapeake Architects
Chesapeake Boat Lift Service
Cross Street Realtors
Crow Farm & Vineyard

Dukes-Moore Insurance Agency 5*
Eastern Shore Tents & Events
Francis J. Hickman Farm 

Management & Consultation
Gillespie & Son
Green Earth Connection
Herb’s Soup & Such
Jack’s Marine Service
Kingstown Farm, Home & Garden

LaMotte Company
Lemon Leaf Cafe
PDK Horticultural
PNC Bank
The Peoples Bank
Simply Bed & Bread
Sunrise Solar
Unity Landscaping
Waddell Creative

* This River-Friendly Business is also a River Guardian (individuals or businesses who give $1,000 or more).

2013 Board of Directors
Marcy Dunn Ramsey, President
Alan R. Griffith, Vice President, Queen Anne’s County
Renee Bench, Vice President, Kent County
Brennan Starkey, Treasurer
Heidi Anthony, Secretary
Richard Budden
Tyler Campbell
Chris Cerino
Mike Hardesty
Loring Hawes
Andrew McCown
Michael Moore
Ed Nielsen
Ben Tilghman
Jim Wright

CRA Staff
Anna Wolgast, Acting Executive Director
David Foster, Chester Riverkeeper
Ron Melcer, Watershed Coordinator
Isabel Junkin, Policy and Communications Specialist 
Paul Spies, Conservation Planner 
Virgil Turner, Conservation Planner 
Jenny Lee, Chesapeake Conservation Corps  V olunteer
Bob Parks, Marketing Analyst 
Jennifer Hicks, Outreach Projects Specialist 

CRACHESTER RIVER
ASSOCIATION

CURRENTS is published annually by the Chester River 
Association, a non-profit organization. 

400 S. Cross Street, Suite Two, Chestertown, Md. 21620 
www.chesterriverassociation.org 

Managing Editor and Art Director: Diane Landskroener 
Photography: Tyler Campbell and Bob Patterson

2014 Board of Directors

Marcy Dunn Ramsey, President

Alan Griffith, Vice PresidentQueen Anne’s

Gil Watson, Vice PresidentKent

Brennan Starkey, Treasurer

Heidi Usilton Anthony, Secretary

Renee Bench

Richard Budden

Tyler Campbell

Angie Cannon

Meredith Davies Hadaway

Rebekah Hardy

Robert Ingersoll

Andrew McCown

Michael Moore

Thomas Pierson

James Wright

CRA Staff

Executive Director: Anna Wolgast

Chester RIVERKEEPER®: Isabel Junkin Hardesty

Watershed Coordinator: Tim Trumbauer

Conservation Planner: Paul Spies

Conservation Planner: Virgil Turner

Chesapeake Conservation Corps Volunteer: 

 Albert Leavell

Marketing Analyst: Bob Parks

Outreach Projects Specialist: Jennifer Hicks 

Join the Chester River Association for the Second Annual
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5k Run/Walk: $20 before Oct. 26, $25 after
Half Marathon:  $50 before Oct. 26, $60 after

BY THE NUMBERS

4 number of years of the “Marylanders Grow Oysters” 
program on the Chester.

150,000+ oysters planted on Langford Bay 
sanctuary.

100+ volunteers participating from Southeast 
Creek to Love Point.

50 number of gallons of water a day filtered by one 
adult oyster.

CHESTER TESTER VOLUNTEERS

27+ sites monitored for water quality.

55+ volunteers.

1,500+ volunteer hours per year.

21 years of water quality data.

1,000,000,000 `thank  yous’ to our 
Chester Testers.  

Currents is published annually by the Chester River 
Association, a nonprofit organization.
400 S. Cross Street, Suite Two, Chestertown, MD 21620
Phone 4108107556, Fax 4108107555
Editor: Ellen Uzelac
Design: Diane Landskroener
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CHESTER RIVER
ASSOCIATION

CRA
400 S. Cross St., Suite Two

Chestertown, MD 21620

End of the Season

White on white, the work boat

scrubs the fog outside my window,

churning up the clam shell

bones of the water, towing

a cloud of paper gulls—the wall,

the sky, to my eye everything

the same color: winter, waiting

to receive the smoke of our fires

Meredith Davies Hadaway
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